
Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2A22n3 Form 3

To be completed by Local Councils, tnternal Drainage Boards and other SmalterAuthorities*:
' lvhere the higher of gross income or gross expenditure exceeded f2S,000 but did not exceed

€6.5 million; or
' where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was 82s,000

or less but that:
. are unable to certify themselves as exempt (fee payable); or. have requested a limited assurance review (fee payablei

Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accou ntability Return AAZUZS
1. Every smaller authorlty in England that either received gross income or incuryed gross expenditure

exceeding t25,000 must complete Fonn 3 of theAnnual Govemance and Accountability iReturn at
the end of each financial year in accordance with proper practices.

2. The Annual Governance and Accountability Return is made up of three parts, pages 3 to 6:
'The Annual lnternal Audit Report must be completed by the authority's internal auditor.
'sections 1 and 2 must be completed and approved by the authority.
'Section 3 is completed by the extemalauditor and will be retumed to the authority.

3' The authority must approve Section 1, Annual Governance Statement, before approving Section 2,
Accounting Statements, and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage
before I July 2A23.

4. An authority with either gross income or gross expenditure exceeding C25,000 or an authority with
neither income nor expenditure exceeding f25,000, but which is unable to certify itself as exempt, or
is requesting a limited assurance review, must retum to the external auditor by imail or post (not both)
no later than 30 June 2023. Reminder letters will incur a charge of 840 +VAT:

'the Annual Governance and Accountability Return Sections 1 and 2, together with
. a bank reconciliation as at 31 March202Z
'an explanation of any significant year on year variances in the accounting statements
' notification of the commencement date of the period for the exercise of punnc rights
. Annual lnternal Audit Repoft 2A2ZlZz

Unless requested, do not send any additional documents to your extemal auditor. Your external auditor will
ask for any additional documents needed
Once the external auditor has completed the limited assurance review and is able to give an opinion, the
Annual Govemance and Accountability Sectionl, Section 2 and Section 3 * Externll Auditor Report
and Certificate will be returned to the authority by emait or post.

Publication Requ irements
Under the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, authorities must publish the following information on
the authority website/webpage :

Before 1 July 2023 authorities must publish:
' Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights and a declaration that the accounting statements

are as yet unaudited;

' Section I -AnnualGovernance Statementh02?P3. approved and signed, page 4
' section 2 -Accounting statementszCI22tz3, approved and signed, pise s 

" -

Not later than 30 September 2023 authorities must publish:. Notice of conclusion of audit. Section 3 - ExternalAuditor Report and Certificate
' Sections I and 2 of AGAR including any amendments as a result of the limited assurance review.
It is recommended as best practice, to avoid any potential confusion by local electors and interested
parties, that you also publish the Annual lnternal Audit Report, page 3.

*for a complete list of bodies that may be smaller authorities rcfer to sc!rcdute 2 ts the Local Audit and Accountabitity Act 20i4.
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Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) ZOz2tZg

' The authority must comply with Proper Pracfices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR. proper
Practices are found in lhe Practitioners'Guide* which is updated from time to time and contains evefihing
needed to prepare successfully for the financial year-end and the subsequent work by the external auditor.

' Make sure that the AGAR is complete (no highlighted boxes left empty) and is properly signed and dated. Any
amendments must be approved by the authority and properly initialled.

' The authority should receive and note the Annual lnternal Audit Report before approving the Annual
Governance Statement and the accounts.

' Use the checklist provided below to review the AGAR for completeness before returning it to the external
auditor by email or post (not both) no later than 30 June 2023.

' The Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) must be approved on the same day or before the Accounting
statements (section 2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references.

' The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) must certiff the accounts (Section 2) before they are presented to
the authority for approval. The authority must in this order; consider, approve and sign the accounts.

' The RFO is required to commence the public rights period as soon as practical after the date of the AGAR approval.

' You must inform your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or
Chairman, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.

' Make sure that the copy of the bank reconciliation to be sent to your external auditor with the AGAR covers
all the bank accounts. lf the authority holds any shortterm investments, note their value on the bank
reconciliation. The external auditor must be able to agree the bank reconciliation to Box 8 on the accounting
statements (Section 2, page 5). An explanation must be provided of any difference between Box 7 and
Box 8. More help on bank reconciliation is available in the Practitioners' Guide*.

' Explain fully significant variances in the accounting statements on page 5. Do not just send a copy of the detailed
accounting records instead of this explanation. The external auditor wants to know that you understand the
reasons for all variances. lnclude complete numerical and narrative analysis to support ine tutt variance.
lf the bank reconciliation is incomplete or variances not fully explained then additional costs may be incurred.
Make sure that the accounting statements add up and that the balance carried fonruard from the previous year
(Box 7 of 2022) equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Box 1 of 2023).
The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authority, must set the commencement date for the
exercise of public rights of 30 consecutive working days which must include the first ten working days of July.
The authority must publish on the authority websiteiwebpage the information required by Regulation 15 (2),
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the period for the exercise of puLtic rights and the name and
address of the external auditor before 1 July 2023.

Allsections Have all highlighted boxes have been completed?

Has all additional information requested, including the dates set for the period
for the exercise of public rights, been provided for the external auditor?

lnternalAudit Report Have all highlighted boxes been completed bythe intemalauditorand explanations providedi

Section 1 For any statement to which the response is 'no', has an explanation been published?

Section 2 Has the Responsible Financial officer signed the accounting statements before
presentation to the authority for approval?

Has the authority's approval of the accounting statements been confirmed by
the signature of the Chairman of the approval meeting?

Has an explanation of significant variations been published where required?

Has the bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2023 been reconciled to Box g?

Has an explanation of any difference between Box 7 and Box 8 been provided?

Sections 1 and 2 Trust funds - have all disclosures been made if the authority as a body corporate is a
sole managing trustee? NB: do not send trust accounting statements unless requested.
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Anrnual lmtmrnal Audfit Repmrt zSAfrlH3

5'(,'* "l --1 rr--') Cl * dA;X'{e rri

tr,,G- L- StC.\[.i-J i-l-.iri rt(*ri"tC1 ULffrIi(Yl - Pi ' rJ."v 'tlc
During th* {inancial year end*rj 3t March 2CI33, this authority's internal muditor fictin$ independ*ntly mnd on the

i:asis of an &i:s*$$ment of risk, carri*c out a sele*tiv* assessment *f eomp{iance with ttre rmlevamt procedures

;tn*J csntrmls tn op*rnticn anci oht,rirr*d appr*primtc *v;d*nee frCIm th* auth*rity.
"trhe internal audit f*r ?022123 has been carried out in arcordance with this fiilthority's needs *nd planned cnverase.

Cri ttr* baslu *f th* finciings in th* *r*as examined, the internal audit conclusions arer sunrmaris*d in ttris table.

$et g}ut bciryw are the mhj*ctives *f internnl uontr*l and alangsid* ar* th* internal audit conelusions o* whether,

in ali significant respects, the contrr:l ahj**tive* \trere b*ing acfiieveei throughuut the finan*ial y*ar to a stanrlard

ad*quate tfi rneel the needs ctf tiri* authority.

A, Appreipriate accounting i-ecorcls hare been properly k*pt thrcughout the financial y*ar

B" l-his authr:rjty cpmplied with its financiai regulaiions, paymfrnt$ were supported by invcices, al!

0" The prec*pi or rat*s requir*rn*nt r.lsulted {ronn an ar:iequatn budgeiary prftcess; prssre$s asain$t

the budf.!*t w;ls regularly rnsnitored; and reserves were apprclprlate.
promptly

I f. f'etty cxr;ir paymen{s were prop*rlir supprr:rted Lly ie*e ipts,

i- - uens{ rm yS LqEEf iltfl:lv at sss$Si?"l - ^*--- -
petty c;*sh exp$ndtlure was

i N nsset a*ci inveslments registr;rs w*re cnrnplete arid *ccur;:t* and pn:perly maintalned
f_.-
I l" Periotlic i:nnk acco*nt rec*ncr!iatic;ns wtrre properly carried out during the year.

i J. Accai.rnting sl*tements preparec di;ring lhe yemr v/ele prepar*tl on the corrert *ccounting basis

i (receipt* rrlrl paymenl$ *r inc*rne and expeneiiture), agreed t* the rash book, supported by an

I arjequai* aildit h"ail ir*m underlyinll reccrds anu where nppropniat* debtors and creditcrs were

mt- * th- y-;;r***rl fry this.AGAF{, tlre authority scri'rectly provided for a periacl for the exercise nf

] pubiic riqhii; as required i:y th$ hcr:sunts and Airdit ltegulmtions {during the 2A22 23 ASAR perlad,

i yrr*rre pufullc nghis in rolatia* t* ti-re 2A21-2f ,ASAE evidernee$ by a notice on ffr* webslfe afidl$r

I ar.ifhr:rify *prprovr:*t' mlnules cnnfirtil,''rg fhe dales se$.
i*_ i.:"1"'::'{-.::{::*:-;:-----
1 ru. f-ne muthorlty irms ccrnpiied wiih thry puhlicetion r^equirenrentr fnr 20211?? AGA"[{

I {see AG,Aff P*ge 1 Gudants rVr:{ersJ
1........ ,--_-,---....

iffi,iF-, l.--1 -,*unclts o*lyX

i -_ 
irust fut',t*s (inclu<Jjn$ charitg!{ei * Ilg--ylglry,tUg3ffnl$Iqf ql tffi

i:crr any r:ttrer risls ar*as identifi+:d hy thi* auttr*rig adequate controls existeu:l {list any mther risk areas oR separ*t* sheets if needed}

Dateis) !ntsrn;ri ltttdit ur:derl*ki:rr

,Ji.ilq-,)c23

$ignalure 6i Prrr$on rvho
r.arried out tlre internalaudit

Name o{ per$on wha c*rried oui the internal audit
{3da,A.{ 1r-rrr* } f3A{.'{ rvr r\*t\-l}/
6r*-5 i{ 5{eJ *a€3

,^l$ XJe&, nArA }.r o r'v 2 ': Li
uictd

(add separate sheets if needed).
i-*rrr", ,, ,nu ,*uponre is 'not r]overe(j plea$e staie w hen the most re*ent inter*al **dit work wa! {ol? in this area an! Yhen 

i: iq.

,--i pr"""*o; ;ii;;;6lu ;;r rge;r;c itre ,*nrar inte rnat audrt :epoft must explain why not {add sepanate sheets if needed)

A*nual Gov*tnance end Acuountai:ility lle*turrr 20?3123 F*rm $
[-r:cal Cr:upciis, internal Drain;lgt: fik:arc]is arrd *trrer S*ra!l*r Authi:ritles

i review *f itt; ?.A21122 AGAFi tick "rtol cover*d'')|-_-
I r a_L^ ^.,rr---:r,, ^. "Lti-L-* 4L^ *^.-,.1*^I i^{^"**lin*r ^'. * .,,..h+!l
i l-.. t-tre autiroriiy publisheci the reqL;ired infarmation on a vvebsit*lwebpaEt up to date at the time of

I thc internml *udii in ac.;$rd;tnt,t'u'rilh the reierrant logisl*tien.
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Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement2022123

We acknowledge as the members of:

JfFrt rLeV fu.!$ ,stniucr {luY1r'}'1d{\, m}e tsrl Cau\i( tL

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2023, that:

"Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each 'No' response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on:

Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given:

r z1 -.-
Chairman -2{ z''?- d:":''.'

?

crerk 2 lhffi;wt

*j r,*w '-tg.ilca,Llr'l 3tLI.^'-\L.1r-tlYuirltii - pc 'qt'' -'l(

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2022123 Form 3 Page 4 of 6
Local Councils. lnternal Drainaoe Boards and other Smaller Authorities*

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial
management during the year, and for the preparation of
the accounting statements. f-/'

prepared its accounting statements in accordance
with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

2, We maintained an adequate system of internal control
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.

made proper anangements and accepted responsibility
for safeguarding the public money and resources in
its charge.

3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves
that there are no matters of actual or potential
non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper
Practices that could have a significant financial effect
on the ability of this authority to conduct its
business or manage its finances.

has only done what it has the legal power to do and has
complied with Proper Practices in doing so.

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for
the exercise of electors' rights in accordance with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

duing the year gave all persons interested the opportun$ to
inspect and ask gues/ions about this authority's accounls.

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this
authority and took approprlate steps to manage those
risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or
extemal insurance cover where required.

1;/

considered and documented the financial and other isks it
faces and dealt with them properly.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effective system of internal audit of the accounting
records and control systems.

arranged for a competent person, independent of the financial
controls and procedures, fo give an objective view on whether
internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authoity.

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised
in reports from internal and external audit.

responded to matters brought to its aftention by internal and
extemal audit.

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or
commitments, events or transactions, occurring either
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements.

,/

disclosed everything it should have about its business activity
duing the year including events taking place after the year
end if relevant.

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including
charitable. ln our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund(s/assets, including
financial reporting and, if required, independent
examination or audit.

has met all of its responsibilities where, as a body
corporate, it is a sole managing trustee of a local
trust or trusts.

\{' -rr

zq{aq /2u23
and recorded as minute reference:

'?{2. 
I --L)t I ui



Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2A22,23 tor

I certify that for the year ended 31 March 2023 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities - a
Practitioners'Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible FinancialOfficer before being
presented to the authority for approval

Date Alsslwz3

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

-)t<?+ [tlrlZt]Ls

as recorded in minute reference:

1liil ')2LAt*-' I L)

Signed by Chairman of the meeting where the Accounting
Statements were approved

2a _,/-'i-.2*-- _r*ss6***

Total balances and reserues at the beginning of the year
as recorded in the financial records- Value must agree to
Box 7 of previous year.

Total amount of precept (or for lDBs rates and levies)
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
received.

3. (+) Total other receipts Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook /ess
the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). lnclude any
grants received.

4. (-) Staff costs Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf
of all employees. lnclude gross salaries and wages,
employers Nl contributions, employers pension
contributions, gratuities and severance payments.

Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
made during the year on the authority's bonowings {if any)

6. (-) All other payments Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
book /ess sfaffcosfs (line 4) and loan interesUcapital

Total balances andreseryes atthe end ofthe year. Must
equal (1 +2+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and
short term investments 9,795 5,802

The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March -
To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total flxed assets plus
long term investments
and assets

235,282 235,504
The value of all the property the authority owns - it is made
up of all its fixed assets and long term investments as at
31 March.

10. Total borrowings
0 (

The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans
from third parties (including PWLB).

11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitable)

The Council, as a body corporate, acfs as sole trustee and
rs responslble for managing Trust funds or assefs.

11b. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitable)

The figures in the accounting statements above do not
include any Trust transactions.

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2A22123 Form 3
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section 3 - ExternalAuditor,s Report and Gertificate 2a2zt2g

ln respect of . .:.: .: .:. ...t.. ,.....a.., . ..

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority
our responsibility as a$ito-qjogomplete a limited assurance review is set out by the NationalAudit ffice (NAo). Alimitedassuran@ review is not a full statutbry audit, it ooes not conittri" rn audit canied out in accordance with lntemationalstandards on Auditino (uK.& Irelandl arJr',en"e it ooei noipiouid" tr,e same level of assurance that such an audit would.The UK Govemment"his determined tr,ri alo*er revel of assuran"" tnrn that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriatefor those local pubric bodies with the towesirevets orspenoing. 

- --
under a limited assurance review, the auditor js-responsibte for reviewing sections 1 and 2of the Annual Govemance andAccountability Retum in accordance *itt', wAo nuoiior cuiaan"" u.t" 02 1a6g 02) as issued by the NAo on behalf of thecomptroller and Auditor Generar. AGN 02 is avairabre from the NAo website _https://www'nao.org-uUcode-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditorsi 

.
This authority is resporsib,le for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it hasa sound system of internal control. The iuthority prepires an ninuat covernaiie ino nr.ountability Return inaccordance with proper practices which;

' summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2021; and' confirms and provides assurance on those mitters that are relevanit";;;u;" and responsibilities as extemal auditors.
2 External auditor's limited assurance ooinion ?o?)D2,

3 External auditor certificate ZOZ2|2Z
we certify/do not certify" tl,ql *9 have completed our review of sections 1 and 2of the Annual Govemance and
f;:T::l*ltJfr"f1ffiili3lt':arged our iesponsibilities undeithe LocarAroit -*in.countabirityA c{ioiq-,to,

assurance opinion 20Z2|ZZ
{Except for the ma
our opinion the informatioir in se&ioni'r ;;,i 2 "lfi; Arnuat ooveriaiJJ ilii"n.torntauirity nliuii is-i-n'Jccoroance with proper piacrices andno other matters have come to our attention givi,ij ciis" roi 

"o."-eiin 
in-ri.ii"ii"rit regisratioh and regulatory requirements have not been met.("delete as appropriate).

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

matters not afiecting our opinb

External Auditor Signature Date
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