
Annual Governance and Accountability Retu rn 2A22123 Form 3

To be completed by Locat Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other SmalterAuthorities":
' y,here the higher of gross income or gross expenditure exceeded f2S,000 but did not exceed

€6.5 million; or
' where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was €2s,000

or less but that:
' are unable to certify themselves as exempt (fee payable); or. have requested a limited assurance review (fee payablei

Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return 2ilZAZT
1. Every smaller authority in England that either received gross income or incurred gross expenditure

exceeding e25,000 must complete Form 3 of the Annual Govemance and Accountability i?eturn at
the end of each financial year in accordance with prope r practices.

2. The Annual Governance and Accountability Return is made up of three parts, pages 3 to 6:
'The Annual lnternal Audit Report must be completed by the authority's internal auditor.
'sections { and 2 must be completed and approved by the authority.
'Section 3 is completed by the extemal auditor and will be retumed io the authority.

3. The authority must approve Section 1, Annual Governance Statement, before approving Section 2,
Accounting Statements, and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage
before 1 July 2023.

4. An authority with either gross income or gross expenditure exceeding f25,000 or an authority with
neither income nor expenditure exceeding f25,000, but which is unable to certify itself as exempt, or
is requesting a limited assurance review, must return to the extemal auditor by imail or post (not both)
no later than 30 June 2023. Reminder letters will incur a charge of 840 +VAT:

' the Annual Governance and Accountability Return Sections 1 and 2, together with
. a bank reconciliation as at 31 March2023
' an explanation of any significant year on year variances in the accounting statements
' notification of the commencement date of the period for the exercise of puntic rights
. Annual lnternal Audit Repoft ZAZilZ3

Unless requested, do not send any additional documents to your external auditor. Your external auditor will
ask for any additional documents needed
Once the extemalauditor has completed the limited assurance review and is able to give an opinion, the
Annual Governance and Accountability Sectionl, Section 2 and Section 3 - ExternllAuditor Report
and certificate will be returned to the authority by email or post.

Publication Requirements
Under the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, authorities must publish the following information on
the authority website/webpage :

Before 1 July 2023 authorities must publish:
' Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights and a declaration that the accounting statements

are as yet unaudited;. section 1 -Annual Governance statementho22tz3. approved and signed, page 4
' section 2 -Accounting statementszozztz3, approved and signed, pige s
Not later than 30 September 2023 authorities must publish:. Notice of conclusion of audit. Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate
' Sections 1 and 2 of AGAR including any amendments as a result of the limited assurance review.
It is recommended as best practice, to avoid any potential confusion by localelectors and interested
parties, that you also publish the Annual Internal Audit Report, page 3.
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Local councils. lnternal Drainaoe Boaids and other smallerAuthorities*

*for a complete list of bodies that may be smaller authorities rcfer to scheduto 2 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act 20i4.
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Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) 2O2Z\Z3

' The authority must comply with Proper Practices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR. proper
Practices are found in the Practitioners' Guide* which is updated from time to time and contains everything
needed to prepare successfully for the financial year-end and the subsequent work by the external auditor.

' Make sure that the AGAR is complete (no highlighted boxes left empty) and is properly signed and dated. Any
amendments must be approved by the authority and properly initialled.

' The authority should receive and note the Annual lnternalAudit Report before approving the Annual
Governance Statement and the accounts.

' Use the checklist provided below to review the AGAR for completeness before returning it to the external
auditor by email or post (not both) no later than 30 June 2023.

' The Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) must be approved on the same day or before the Accounting
statements (section 2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references.

' The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) must certify the accounts (Section 2) before they are presented to
the authority for approval. The authority must in this order; consider, approve and sign the accounts.

' The RFO is required to commence the public rights period as soon as practical after the date of the AGAR approval.
' You must inform your external auditor about any change of Gterk, Responsible Financial Officer or

Chairman, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.
' Make sure lhat the copy of the bank reconciliation to be sent to your external auditor with the AGAR covers

all the bank accounts. lf the authority holds any short-term investments, note their value on the bank
reconciliation' The external auditor must be able to agree the bank reconciliation to Box 8 on the accounting
statements (Section 2, page 5). An explanation must be provided of any difference between Box 7 and
Box 8. More help on bank reconciliation is available in the Practitioners' GrJide*.

' Explain fully significant variances in the accounting statements on page 5. Do not just send a copy of the detailed
accounting records instead of this explanation. The external auditor wants to know that you understand the
reasons for all variances. lnclude complete numerical and narrative analysis to support ine tutt variance.

' lf the bank reconciliation is incomplete or variances not fully explained then additional costs may be incurred.
' Make sure that the accounting statements add up and that the balance carried forward from the previous year

(Box 7 of 2A22) equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Box 1 of 2OZ3).

' The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authority, must set the commencement date for the
exercise of public rights of 30 consecutive working days which must include the first ten working days of July.

' The authority must publish on the authority website/webpage the information required by Regulation 15 (2),
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the period for the exercise of public rigtris anl the name and
address of the external auditor before 1 July 2021.

Allsections Have all highlighted boxes have been completed?

Has all additional information requested, including the dates set for the period
for the exercise of public rights, been provided for the external auditor?

lnternalAudit Report Haveallhighlighted boxesbeencompleted bythe intemalauditorandexplanations provided?

Section 1 For any statement to which the response is 'no', has an explanation been published?

Section 2 Has the Responsible Financial officer signed the accounting statements before
presentation to the authority for approval?

Has the authority's approval of the accounting statements been confirmed by
the signature of the Chairman of the approval meeting?

Has an explanation of significant variations been published where required?

Has the bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2023 been reconciled to Box g?

Has an explanation of any difference between Box 7 and Box g been provided?

Sections 1 and 2 Trust funds - have all disclosures been made if the authority as a body corporate is a
sole managing trustee? NB: do not send trust accounting statements unless requested.

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 20Z2t2g Form 3
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Annual internal Audftt ffiepmrt 2$Anl2fr

t '( r* ,-+ u- a --{ ,\--.> b{ fl '=l i.- {-'-\
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tr.,v* Lu s\u.r'}.C1 tl*'ii rt(Ii*'\61 r.-c-r)fufit} t - pt' - !'r-'r--k-
During the flnmncia! year enrJ*d lii Mar*h 2fl23, this muthority's internal auditmr aetinE independ*ntly mnd on the

hasis of i:!n ffi$$e$sffrent nf risk, carried ourt a sele*tive assessrnnnt mf cortpliance with the reievmnrt 6:rccedure*

fincJ contrnls in *peratrnn anrl nbtained appr*primts *vidmncc fr*rn the auth*rlty.

-ihe internal audit for 2ftt2123 has h*en carried out in aucnrdan** with this authority's needs *nd planned c*verage'

cn th* i:axis effi the fir:dings in th* ar*as examined, th* intennal autifit conclusioRs *re suil"]mmrised in this table'

$et nut b$t$lsr nr* the CIbjectives n{ internnl controN anc} alongside are the internal audit cmnclusi*ns *gr wheth*r'

rn m1 signifi*nnt respects, the *ontrnl *bj*ctive6 wer* being a*hieved threrughout the finan*iai ye*r ls * siandard

ad*quate t* meet the needs *f thjs authority
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i ----.-,-..L
i S,, The preeeilt or ,*t*s req',irrlrnrini ro:sutted fr*m an aclequate budEeiary proce$$; progre$s mEain$t
I . ",^*^ ^^*.^**iqrathe budget was regularly rnonitarsri; and reserves were appropriaie'
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iFLi* ents rrgistr:rs w*re *omplete ar:d accurate and prcp*rly maintainecl

|1-';* **",t, p"bl"h-,i th- 1-q"ffi -rf-,n*iion on a wehsit*lwebpaEe up to d*{e at the tilTle *f
i ., -..--^-r--*.-,-...:!u rL^.^i^.,..nl lr*ir"l*tinnI tnc inter*;*l auCit in acccrdantt',viih the relevant l*glslglrst

Jtt" " th- fi;**redht tf,ii nr;.qR, tl"re authority cc'rrectlir pr*vided lor a period for the ex*r*ise *f' 
p,,;i; ifi;,tn u* r*qui*ti hy the: As{-:sunt$ and Audrt lteEulations {rluring th* 2A22 23 AGAE penori,

i ;C;r,-lti* rljTrrts in r*tati*n t,; #rc 2021-22AGAF evidern$ed by a n*tice on ffre uvehsife andlor

'aatltr,ltity;11,prpver/mlnulescl;ltllt-tlltngtI9dqi*jki-^-.- - :

iht: lh- *rlh;;l{, d; cornptied lri{tr ti-Tt; publi*atian requirenrents f*r 3-il?1122 AGAR

i (sre AGAtr Page "! {Suidant*'Nlrl*$_,.-*,-

i m. {for !$cai q;ouncils cnlY}
, lr,,st frrrras {rr,lcirirJinE chanitahte} - The council m'I irylg:glnsibiliti*s as a trust*e

fror any *ttrerr i!:[q areas idelntifir;d [r1r this autharity arj*quate controls exist*d {iist ar:y r:then riak arefis on separat* she*ts if neer"led}

Date{s} lnt*rnri audii urrd*rt*,<*n

,l i,..: \i;,Lc73

:iignelure ot P*rson rvho

*arried out the internal mudit
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A--.J\ r{ 56e.s.c:€f>

,li the respons,e is ,no' please state the implications and action heeng taken to address any weakness in c*ntrcl identified

(adcl separate sheets if needed).
]-*o,*, ,r tnu oruoo,.'ue is ,not r:overed please state !',hen ttre niost rerent internal audit. work was done in this area and when it [s

"6 /-.-0<)r "
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Date

Affi; G-;;r*C;,j A**;-t#ilt/iq-tu* :lr:ti:: I:*rr"n $ 
,

l_*cal ilr:un*il*, lnternel ilnainaq* filq;arrju snd *{rer $nrail$rAuth*riti*s
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section 1 - Annual Governance Stateme nt 20z2t2l
We acknowledge as the members of:

j1Ar'rggy fulD Strr;ut: Cc.ryu-rr&w Bt€ rslt (-curuc t L
our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledgl and belief, with
respect to the Accounting statements for the year ended 31 March 2a23, that:

"PIease provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ,No, response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on:

z4{ct+ / 2{iz7

and recorded as minute reference:

Z,st i L3

Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given:

Chairman t) { Zn -*r' 
-_/

crerk 2 M;,rtcn,*

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial
management during the year, and for the preparation of
the accounting statements. L/

prepared its accounting statements in accordance
with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

2. We maintained an adequate system of intemal control
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.

made proper anangements and accepted responsibitity
for $afeguarding the public money and resources in
its charge.

3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves
that there are no matters of actual or potential
non-compliance with laws, regulations and proper
Practices that could have a significant financial effect
on the abllity of this authority to conduct its
business or manage its finances.

has only done what it has the legat power to do and has
complied with Proper Practices in doing so.

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for
the exercise of electors' rights in accordance with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations. \/

during the year gave all persons interested the oppottunity to
inspect and ask guesflons about this authority,s accounts.

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those
risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or
external insurance cover where required. t"

considered and documented the financial and other risks it
faces and dealt with them property.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effective system of internal audit of the accounting
records and control systems.

arranged for a competent person, independent of the financiat
controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether
intemal controls meet the needs of this smailer authoity.

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised
in reports from internal and external audit.

responded to mafters brought to its aftention by interna! and
ertemal audit.

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or
commitments, events or transactions, occurring either
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements.

,/
disclosed everything it should have about its business activity
duing the year including events taking place after the year
end if relevant.

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including
charitable. ln our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including
financial reporting and, if required, independent
examination or audit.

has met all of its responsibitities where, as a body
corporate, rI ls a sole managing trustee of a locat
trust or trusts.c

Annual Governance and AccountabiliW Return 2022t23 Form 3
Local councils. lnternal Drainaoe Boaids and other smaller Authorities*

Page 4 of 6



Section 2 - Accounting Stateme nts 2022123 tor

Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year
as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree to
Box 7 of previous year.

Total amount of precept (or for lDBs rates and levies)
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
received.

3. (+)Total other receipts Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook /ess
the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). lnclude any
grants received.

4. (-) Staff costs Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf
of all employees. lnclude gross sa/arbs and wages,
employers Nt contributions, employers pension
cantributions, gratuities and severance payments.

Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
made during the year on the authority's borrowings (it any).

6. (-) All other payments 251t9 Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
book less sfaffcosfs (line 4) and loan interest/capital

Total balances and reserues af the end of the year. Must
equal (1 +2+3) - (4+5+6).

|,u.-
kl,)

5

)titp;
D44+4&

\ft('1
"Y1r

'-{*lu,b

I certify that for the year ended 31 March 2023 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for SmallerAuthorities - a
Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval

Date 4la* lzr;x

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

zq lql?rxl3

as recorded in minute reference:

].8tl ,2j

Signed by Chairman of the meeting where the Accounting
Statements were approved

--z-"-- *45$;fu. "e

8. Total value of cash and
short term investments 9,795 5,802

The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March -
To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus
long term investments
and assets

235,282 235,5A4
The value of all the propefty the authoity owns - it is made
up of all its fixed assefs and long term investmenfs as af
31 March.

10. Total borrowings
c c

The autstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans
from third pafties (including PWLB).

11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitable)

The Council, as a body corporate, acfs as sole trustee and
ls responsib/e for managing Trust funds or assets.

11b. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitable)

The figures in the accounting statements above do not
include any Trust transactions.

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2A22123 Form 3
Local Councils. lnternal Drainaoe Boards and other Smaller Authorities*
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section 3 - ExternalAuditor's Report and certificate za2uzl

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority
Our responsibility as aulttopJo complete a limited assumnce review is set out by the NationalAudit ffice (NAO). Alimited
assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not oonstitute an audit cani6O out in accordance with lntemational
9l'n9.llt on Auditing (UK & lreland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit woutd.
The UK Govemment has determined that a tower level of assurance than that providednV 

" 
n n shtutory audit is appropriate

forthose local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.
Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and2of the Annual Govemance and
Accountabiliiy Retum in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note OI 6Cru 02) ai issueO by the NAO on behalf of the
comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAo website -https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditorsl .

This authority is responsib.le for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has
a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Govemance and Accountability neiurn in
accordance with Proper Practices which;

' summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2a2l; and
' confirns and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as extemal auditors.

2 External auditor's limited assurance opinion 2O22tZ3
the matters.reported below)" on the basis of our rev::_Y: j:: YI rw uEruw,,. ur I u rE u-d.!ru ur uul levlew uI oecllons I ano Z OT Ine Annual GOVemanCe and ACCOUntabilitV RetUrn, in

oprnron Ine lnTormatlon ln Sectlons 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return is in accordance with proper piactices inOother matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legiiiimin ano iegutiiow rdqriier;i;;;-i;;t bllii?"t.^t^+^ ^^(-delete as appropriate).

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

other matters not afecting our opinion which we oiaffi

on a separate sheet if required)

3 External auditor certificab 2A22l2Z
We certify/do not certify* that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and Zof the Annual Governance and
AccountabilifY Retum, and dis-charged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, tor
the yearended 31 March 2023.

ExternalAuditor Name

External Auditor Signature Date
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