
Annual Governance and Accountability Retu rn 2022t23 Form 3

To be completed by Local Gouncils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other SmallerAuthorities*:
' y-here the higher of gross income or gro$s expenditure exceeded 825,000 but did not exceed

€6.5 million; or
' where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was f,2r,000

or less but that:
' are unable to certify themselves as exempt (fee payable); or. have requested a limited assurance review (fee iaiaUlei

Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accou ntability Return ALZUZT
1. Every smaller authority in England that either received gross income or incuned gross expenditure

exceeding 925,000 must complete Form 3 of the Annual Govemance and Accountability i?eturn at
the end of each financial year in accordance with prope r practices.

2. The Annual Governance and Accountability Return is made up of three parts, pages 3 to 6:
'The Annual lnternalAudit Report must be completed by the authority's intemal auditor.
'sections 1 and 2 must be compteted and approved by the authority.
'Section 3 is completed by the extemal auditor and will be returned io the authority.

3- The authority must approve Section 1, Annual Governance Statement, before approving Section 2,
Accounting Statements, and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage
before 1 July 2023.

4. An authority with either gross income or gross expenditure exceeding 825,000 or an authority with
neither income nor expenditure exceeding f25,000, but which is unable to certify itself as eximpt, or
is requesting a limited assurance review, must retum to the extemal auditor by imailor post (not both)
no later than 30 June 2023. Reminder letters will incur a charge of E40 +VAT:

' the Annual Governance and Accountability Return Sections 1 and 2, together with. a bank reconciliation as at 31 March ZAZ}
' an explanation of any significant year on year variances in the accounting statements
' notification of the commencement date of the period for the exercise of pi,rUlic rights
. Annual lnternalAudit Report 20ZZl23

Unless requested, do not send any additional documents to your external auditor. Your external auditor will
ask for any additional documents needed
Once the external auditor has completed the limited assurance review and is able to give an opinion, the
Annual Governance and Accountability Sectionl, Section 2 and Section 3 - ExternllAuditor Report
and certificate will be retumed to the authority by email or post.

Publication Requ irements
Under the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, authorities must publish the following information on
the authority websitelwebpage:

Before 1 July 2023 authorities must publish:
' Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights and a declaration that the accounting statements

are as yet unaudited;

' Section 1 'Annual Governance StatementhDlilZ3, approved and signed , page 4
' section 2 -Accounting statementszcizztz3, approved and signed, pige 5
Not later than 30 September 2023 authorities must pubtish:. Notice of conclusion of audit. Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate
' Sections I and 2 of AGAR including any amendments as a result of the limited assurance review.
It is recommended as best practice, to avoid any potential confusion by local electors and interested
parties, that you also publish the Annual lnternalAudit Report, page 3.

*far a complete list of bodies that may be smaller authorities refer ta scfiedute 2 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014.
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Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) ZOz2tZs

' The authority must comply with Proper Practices in completing Sections 1 and Zof this AGAR. proper
Practices are found inthe Practitioners'Guide* which is updated from time to time and contains evefihing
needed to prepare successfully for the financial year-end and the subsequent work by the external auditor.

' Make sure that the AGAR is complete (no highlighted boxes left empty) and is properly signed and dated. Any
amendments must be approved by the authority and properly initialled.

' The authority should receive and note the Annual lnternalAudit Report before approving the Annual
Governance Statement and the accounts.

' Use the checklist provided below to review the AGAR for completeness before returning it to the external
auditor by email or post (not both) no later than 30 June 2023.

' The Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) must be approved on the same day or before the Accounting
statements (section 2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references.

' The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) must certiff the accounts (Section 2) before they are presented to
the authority for approval. The authority must in this order; consider, approve and sign the accounts.

' The RFO is required to commence the public rights period as soon as practical after the date of the AGAR approval.
' You must inform your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsibte Financial Officer or

Chairman, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.
' Make sure that the copy of the bank reconciliation to be sent to your external auditor with the AGAR covers

all the bank accounts. lf the authority holds any short-term investments, note their value on the bank
reconciliation. The external auditor must be able to agree the bank reconciliation to Box 8 on the accounting
statements (Section 2, page 5). An explanation must be provided of any difference between Box 7 and
Box 8. More help on bank reconciliation is available in the Practitioners'Guide*.

' Explain fully significant variances in the accounting statements on page 5. Do not just send a copy of the detailed
accounting records instead of this explanation. The external auditor wants to know that you understand the
reasons for all variances' lnclude complete numerical and narrative analysis to support ifre futt variance.

' lf the bank reconciliation is incomplete or variances not fully explained then additional costs may be incurred.
' Make sure that the accounting statements add up and that the balance carried forward from the previous year

(Box 7 of 2022) equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Box 1 o,t 2021).
' The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authority, must set the commencement date for the

exercise of public rights of 30 consecutive working days which must include the first ten working days of July.
' The authority must publish on the authority website/webpage the information required by Regulation 15 (2),

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the period ior the exercise of pu6tic righis anU the name and
address of the external auditor before 1 July 2025.

Allsections Have all highlighted boxes have been completed?

Has all additional information requested, including thtd"tes 
"et 

f* the pe.i"d
for the exercise of public rights, been provided for the external auditor?

InternalAudit Report Haveallhighlighted boxes beencompleted bytheintemalauditorandexplanations providedi

Section 1 For any statement to which the response is 'no', has an explanation been published?
Section 2 Has the Responsible Financial officer signed the accounting statements before

presentation to the authority for approval?

Has the authority's approval of the accounting statements been conrirmeo oy
the signature of the Chairman of the approval meeting?

Has an explanation of significant variations been published where required?

Has the bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2023 been reconciled to Box g?

Has an explanation of any difference between Box 7 and Box g been provided?
Sections 1 and 2 Trust funds - have all disclosures been made if the authority as a body corporate is a

sole managing trustee? NB: do not send trust accounting statements unless requested.
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Annuai ilmtmnnal Audfrt Report 2$Atlil3

I 'r i* "+ u= 5 --'{ r'\-}

W ri* J- !td-\,\.L.1 -i, ,ci lt{..t"tc1 uortu nr} I - {')<' - rJr-"v ok-
.)

ffiurfrng the financial year encicd irll March 2il?3, this ffuthCIrity'$ int*rnal muditor a*ting indepe*d*t'ttly and an the
basis of iln i;$s*$$ment of rislq, *rrried cut a s*l*ctive assessrnent of c*mpliance with the reievartt prmnedur*x

aend contr*f* in operatl*n anej CIbt;ained mppr*priate evrdence frcm th*;*uth*rity.
"Ih* internei audit fnr 2G22/?3 lras heen carried *ut in accordance with this auth*rity's ne*ds and pl*nn*d cover&ge.

ilri ttr* hasis r:f the fineiings in the areas ex*mined, th* internml audit eo*ciusinns are sunrmanised in this table.
Snt **t b*inw ar* the abj*ctrves of internml contr*l and aicngsirJe ar* the interna! audit **nclr-*si*ns *n whether,
in all significant respe*ts, th* cmntrnl objectives were being achievecl thr"ough*ut the financial year i* * standard
ad*quai* t* rneet the needs *f this authnrity"

b { i\ . -r ;. i '-( ( :, r',\i\k, .'rl '';'t(t( 
\t Lr>.\ t'' r' ( L-

A,, Appropriate accounting records ha,re heen properly k*pt thr*ug;hout the financial year.

B" This authority complied wiih its flnancial regulations, payirlsftis were supporteri hy invaices, all

I -- 
gg*sgi flLYSI" yglsltgr,p-f ta:*y-g6ec,tlPqjg ** --.-

I F. Petty ca*h payments were p^rroperll,supponted by ie*r*ipts, all petty cash expenditilr$ was

I apprcvad and VAT appr*priately accounterl fnr.

i $" Saiari*x tr: em6:lnye*s and aliorvances to rnernhers w*r* pai* in accr:rdanre with this authnriiy's
I apprav*ls, ;rnqi PAYE anel hli requirenrents were prop*rlv appiieci.

i l-1, Asset ;:nd inves;tnlenis rngist*rs wr:re complete and a*curirte and properly rnaintained
l_"__
i L l3eriodic *;lnk account r*ccnciliaticns were properly carried out tluring the year

adequate iludit trail fnorn underlyinl; r*cnrds and whene i:pprupriate debi*rs ancl creciitors w*re
properly ralr;orC*d.

I ff" t* tne authnrity certifierj itsel{;irs r*xt}rnpt l'r*rn a limitecl i}ssuri}nce revielv in 2fi211t3, it rnet the

I exen"rpticn criieria and ccrructly rie;laneci ilself exernrpi. 1'lf ffu* aufhonty liae) ;* lin:rled *ssur$nc*

i_:-r-*rrr ir, xo:trsZ tl*ItlSy::S{}
L. Ths autirnri{y published the rsquire<j infarmation on a websitelwebpage up ta datn at the tirve eli

i"rubiic rights as required by th* Aer,*unts and Audit ltegulatiens {during the 2CI22-23 AGAR p*n*d,
rrre:re puilic rirT/ifs rrr rolatioit tts the 2A21-22 AGAR e'yrden*s.d by a *atice r:fl ffie vuehslf e andksr

i autftrsr"ity cgrpr<ruert' r'nlnufes c*nfinti*rg llre dafes sefJ

1 N" t he autherrity has *ornplied with thr; publiratian requir*nrentu for ?0?1122 AGAR

I isee A$ri& Page { Suldance /Vofe sJ.

ir:or eny other ii*k ar*as identifi*ld hy this autircrity adequate controls existetj {list any nther risk arefrs on separate shects if needed}.

t;:tei*) internrl audit und*rtaken

Qi r)\- )t?-3

Signalure 6l p':nson who
*arri*d outtne internal audit

Namc nf person who carried cut the internal audit
{3A. 

"i l"it:s > eA.!: rv. ir; *tvJ'F(
A"-"-*5 r'? S.{es rd€3

o$ Lt, Date }.r ' o* r+ .2 *"Lj

*lf the respcnae is 'n,:' please stilte the implications rrnd action befng taken to address any weakness in controi identified
(add separate sheets if needed).
j-*o,", 

ir rnu n*uponue is 'not {)overecr plea$e state when the most re*ent internal auOit woii< was done in this area and when it is

Arrnual Gr:v*rnmnce and Acu*r,intability l1*ttlrn 2*231?3 F*rrn $
i-*cal Cnun*ils, Intern*l ilrainagt: [:]r:ards and r:trrer $*:*!lor Auth*ritl*s
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section 1 - Annual Governance stateme nt 202zl2l
We acknowledge as the members of:

SfnNrLgq 
^|-r$ 

Siftruuev C(Jr-!ftlc$J ffifl r ${ Ccu\ic I L
our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting statements for the year ended 31 March 2023, that:

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each 'No'response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on:

zq/ cq / 2r zZ

and recorded as minute reference:

s,3i / 23

Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given:

Chairman 7{ 
z''' 4n-2''

cterk 2 ffffi*,{+t-

$.; u,.1,, lf,:rtlgjfU",rl Ste;.,U:5f ill1-l'T1d,r"r - pc -gr'- . -.lA

1- We have put in place arrangements for effective financial
management during the year, and for the preparation of
the accounting statements. L/

prepared its accounting statements in accordance
with the Accaunts and Audit Regulations.

2. We maintained an adequate system of intemal control
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness. "j/

made proper anangements and accepted responsibitity
for safeguarding the public money and resources in
its charge.

3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves
that there are no matters of actual or potential
non-compliance with laws, regulations and proper
Practices that could have a significant financial effect
on the ability of this authority to conduct its
business or manage its finances.

has only done what it has the legal power to do and has
complied with Proper Practices in doing so.

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for
the exercise of electors' rights in accordance with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations. v/{

duing the year gave all persans inlerested the oppottunv to
inspect and ask questlons about this authorry's accounts.

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those
risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or
extemal insurance cover where required. V'

considered and documented the financial and other isks it
faces and dealt with them properly.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effective system of internal audit of the accounting
records and control systems.

arranged for a competent person, independent of the financiat
controls and procedure,q to giye an objective view on whether
intemal controls meet the needs of this smatter authoity.

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised
in reports from internal and external audit.

responded to matters brought to its attention by intema! and
external audit.

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or
commitments, events or transactions, occuring either
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements.

disclosed everything it should have about its business activity
during the year including events taking place after the year
end if relevant.

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including
charitable. ln our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund(s/assets, including
financial reporting and, if required, independent
examination or audit.

has met all of its responsibilities where, as a body
corporate, rl ls a sole managing trustee of a local
trust or trusts.c
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2022t23 tor

1. Balances brought
fonvard 7,547 9,795

Total balances and reserves at lhe beginning of the year
as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree to
Box 7 of previous year.

It

?

{
tr
,t

2. (+) Precept or Rates and
Levies 18,342 18,801

Total amount of precept (or for lDBs rates and levies)
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
received.

3. (+)Total other receipts

9,266 11,07C
Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook /ess
the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). lnctude any
grants received.

4. (-) Staff costs

3,721 ?kflfr
ai /, ll,'tUt-

Total expenditure or payments made to and on behatf
of all employees. lnclude gross salaries and wages,
employers N I contributions, employers pen sion
contributions, gratuities and severance payments.

5. (-) Loan interesVcapital
repayments 0 C

Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
made during the year on the authority's borrowings (it any).

6. (-) All other payments

21,599 10$ffi
',1U ,Ubi

Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
book /ess sfaff cosfs (line 4) and loan interest/capital
repayments (line 5).

7. (=) Balances carried
forward 9,795 5,802

Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must
equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+61.

,:iil*
rtl,
y1l+ I ,

t'ee

<ftlz'
f,

l+(L

?[C

I certify that for the year ended 31 March 2023 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities - a
Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.
Signed by Responsible FinancialOfficer before being
presented to the authority for approval

if,*cffirYre.

Zai*l>*y"tDate

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

-).rrt, ls" lr-i')?
"!q lt+ lZazS

as recorded in minute reference:
1.:l I .1 lJ-Jl I ) Ilzs

Signed by Chairman of the meeting where the Accounting
Statements were approved

{ 
_ /.".-..,> ;*5.d. -;:*#

8. Total value of cash and
short term investments 9,795 5,802

The sum of all cunent and deposit bank accounts, cash
holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March -
To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total flxed assets plus
long term investments
and assets

235,292 235,504
The value of all the property the authority owns - it is made
up of all its fxed assefs and long term investmenfs as af
31 March.

10. Total borrowings
0 c

The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans
from third parties (including PWLB).

11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitable)

The Council, as a body corporate, acfs as sole trustee and
ls responslble for managing Trust funds or assets.

11b. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitable)

The figures in the accounting statements above do not
include any Trust transactions.
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section 3 - External Auditor's Report and certificate zoz2lzg

ln respect of

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority
our responsibility as aulitonJo complete a limited assurance review is set out by the NationalAudit otfice (NAo). Alimited
assurance review is not afull statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit canied out in arcordance wtsr lntemational
!l'n9.:l$ on Auditing (UK & lrelandl airc rrenie it does not proviae the same level of assurance that such an audit woutd.The UK Govemment has determineit ttrat a tower level of assurance than tfrat provUea nyi f,.,ll stratutory audit is appropriate
for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.
Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2of the Annual Govemance and
Accoun'ail ility Retum in accordance with NAoAuditor Guidance Note oI 6cru 02) as issuea by the NAo on behalf of the
comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAo website -https://wwwnao.org.uklcode-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ 

.

This authority is responsible for enqllring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has
a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Ainual Governance and Accountability neiuin in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

' summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2021; and
' confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as extemal auditors.

2 External auditor's limited assurance opinion 2022123
(Except for the matters repgrte^d below)" on 1n9 Uasis b}
our opinion the information in sections'1 and 2 of the Annuat Governance in[nctountanirity nLiuin is i|';",#e-;"; 

"?iiFliffi il|"tji"", 
"nono other matters have come to our attention giving cause tor concern inat ;6d;tGgi;;ti,;n ;i, ;;ilht".y requirements have not been met.("delete as appropriate).

on a separate sheet if required)

Other mafters not afiecting our opin

continue on a separate sheet if

3 External auditor certificate 2022123
We certify/do not certify* tf,ql *9 have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2of the Annual Governance andAccountability Retum, and dis-charged our iesponsibilities under the Local Audit andAccountabilig A 612A14, tor
the year ended 31 March 2023.

ExternalAuditor Name

External Auditor Signature Date
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